Safety Tips

1. Don't use damaged cables on your tow truck.
Become familiar with the various types of cable
damage. Carefully inspect all cables being used
recovery operation for damage before starting to
pull.

2. Don't expect your tow truck to tow loads equal to

the tow rating. Tow ratings apply to loads impose

in a during recovery with the tow truck properly
stabilized.
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3. Don't completely unwind all cable from a winch

while loaded. Keep AT LEAST three wraps on the

drum.

4. Be sure that the wheel-lift is extended far enou
to allow clearance while turning
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5. Be aware of and avoid electrical lines when
raising your boom.

6. Don't tow a vehicle on its front wheels unless the
steering wheel is secured with the front wheels
straight ahead. Always check manufacturer
specifications before towing on drive wheels.




7. After rigging cables, never begin pulling without _ _ .
rechecking connections. Make sure that all cables3- Don't permit bystanders in the area while
and snatch blocks are securely attached and cannotP€rforming recovery work
accidentally pull loose.

9. Don't put your finger in the extension lock holes [010. Don't unlock outboard legs or rear jack extension
outboard legs, rear jacks, booms, towing hitches, legs unless the area under them is clear. Pay

towing slings, etc. Make sure that locking pins are  particular attention to keeping your feet clear of
fully engaged when using extensions. this area.

11.Don't use a tow truck that has not been properly 12. Don't tow a vehicle that reduces the weight on the
maintained. Be sure wrecker mounting bolts ar¢  front wheels of your tow truck more than

tight, cable is in good condition and all moving 50 percent.

parts are properly lubricated.
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13. After you have hooked-up a vehicle for towing,
don't start the tow until you have double-checked
the hook-up, installed safety chains/straps (som
product require straps and other product are
designed to be strapless however all require safety
chains), secured the steering wheel, released the 14 pon't travel with the PTO engaged. Engage
parking brakes of the towed vehicle and installed it only while operating the tow truck
tow lights. controls.
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15. Don't tow a vehicle at night without proper towin@g6. Don't substitute alloy chains for the original

lights on the towed vehicle and the tow truck. factory towing chains unless they are EXACTLY
the same size as the original chains. Even slightly
smaller chains with NOT properly fit the tow bat
grab hooks. Grab hooks are made for a single
chain size only.

18.Don't disengage the winch drum clutch while the
17.Don't get under a raised vehicle or load unless it ~ winch cable is loaded. Don't pull a load with you

has adequate safety blocks in place. winch without making absolutely sure that the
winch drum clutch is FULLY engaged.

=




19.Don't use rear spades on paved surfaces unles

damage to such surfaces.

530WDon't continue to wind in winch cable after the
are willing to accept responsibility for possible

hook is against the boom end.

21.Don't tow a vehicle on its drive wheels unless steps

have been taken to protect its transmission and 22.
differential. Follow the recommendations of the
vehicle manufacturer. As an alternative, use a
towing dolly or car carrier.

Don't attempt to recover heavy loads without first
estimating the amount of pull that will be

required. Rig to keep the estimated amount of pull
well within equipment ratings.




23. Don't use winch cables with hooks attached by
means of cable clips except for an emergency
field repair. Use only cables with hooks attaché
by means of thimbles and MACHINE SWAGEI
terminals. If cable clips are used for temporary
repair, the cable working limit should be reducg
by at least 20 percent. Use at least three clips
spaced 3 or 4 inches apart. U-bolts of the clipg
should NEVER be around the live or long end
the cable. Replace clips as soon as possible W
swaged cable termination.
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24. Don't operate your tow truck's engine faster tha
recommended. Excessive speeds can damage
shafts, hydraulic pumps and winches.
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25. Don't exceed WORKING LIMIT ratings of
cable. Use breaking strength ratings only for
selecting replacement cable.

26. Don't move your tow truck while either outboard
legs or rear jacks are extended.
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27. Don't exceed ratings of booms, cables, snatch
blocks or winches. Stay within nameplate
ratings. Note that boom ratings decrease
significantly as a boom is extended.

28. When using a towing dolly, don't exceed the safe
operating speed recommended for the dolly.

29.Don't use flashing lights except under
conditions permitted by law. Laws differ by state
S0 check your state/province's requirements.

30.Don't tie down the front end of your tow truck for

recovery work or heavy lifts. The truck frame can
be damaged.

31.Don't rely on anti-theft steering locks or safety
belts to secure the steering wheel. Use a speci

steering wheel clamping device. Rope is

commonly used to secure steering wheels, but

is not as reliable as devices designed for this
purpose.
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32. Don't tow a vehicle on its front wheels if they are

rope

damaged. Always tow a vehicle according to th
manufacturers' recommended towing practices
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33. Be sure that all pins or plungers on the L-arm
receivers are engaged.

34. Practice professionalism in every aspect of you
job and be a safe, happy towing operator.




